
This month, the Ferguson Farmers’ Mar-
ket began its 21st year of serving the com-
munity and surrounding regions with local, 
fresh grocery options and other homegrown 
wares. What’s different this year is that the 
market is now under new management. 
Formerly managed by the Tower Grove 
Farmers’ Market, Ferguson Farmers’ Mar-
ket is now operating under the organization 
Live Well Events, also located in Ferguson. 

The change in leadership for the mar-
ket occurred after the contract with Tower 
Grove Farmers’ Market expired and the city 
requested bids from organizations to take 
over management. Live Well Events won the 

bid and though it’s only been a few months 
since the organization has taken over, it’s 
been an ideal pairing.

“I love just having everything back in Fer-
guson and love working with Live Well,” 
Mary Haux, manager of the Ferguson Farm-
ers’ Market, said. “They’ve been an amazing 
organization. I’m really happy that we have 
it all back in Ferguson.”

Though Live Well has worked with the 
Ferguson Farmers’ Market in the past host-
ing events, the organization is also happy 
to now manage the market to assist with 
funding and other administrative matters. 
The new collaboration is a great fit because 
Live Well, being in Ferguson, believes it has 
a more organic understanding of what the 

community needs and responds to.
“You understand your community, and 

so you understand how you need to mar-
ket certain things or who you need to col-
laborate with,” Dwayne T. James, Live Well 
board chair said. “It’s not like Tower Grove 
wasn’t doing that, it’s just easier because we 
actually live the experience. We feel it and 
it’s more of that collaborative state because 
we’re in the same area.”

Haux also recognizes the importance of 
having resources for Ferguson being based 
in the city from her experience as a resident. 
She’s observed how involved the community 
is in supporting what they feel benefits the 
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Ferguson Farmers’ Market begins 21st year of delivering fresh food to the 
community now under the management of Ferguson-based Live Well Events 

This month, the Ferguson Farmers’ Market began its 21st year of serving the community and surrounding regions with local, fresh grocery options and other homegrown wares. Submitted photos 



In February of 2020, just before the pan-
demic, I was at a meeting of community 
leaders in law enforcement, politics, social 
service and business, all gathered to focus 
on reducing crime in our metropolitan area.  

The late Michael Neidorff, Chairman and 
CEO of Centene was in attendance.  He rose 
to his feet and declared his love for our city 
and region and next expressed his frustra-
tion with crime by sharing this story:  Cen-
tene was seeking an executive to lead their 
IT Division.  During a visit to St. Louis, the 
spouse of the potential candidate turned on 
the news and heard the reports of 19 chil-
dren shot, some fatally by gunfire.  She for-
bade her husband from taking a job in St. 
Louis. This was in 2019. This story illustrates 
the catastrophic loss to not just our children 
and families, but our region in potential 
economic growth.

Let’s focus on our region’s unusually high, 

unintentional injury and death rate for chil-
dren, one of the highest in the nation.  Since 
2018, our Children’s Hospitals, at Barnes 
Jewish and SSM Cardinal Glennon, have 
treated over 840 children for gunshot inju-
ries.  We can change that situation now.

This was driven home when I was called 
by a city official to respond with other clergy 
to the accidental shooting of LaFrance John-
son, 12, who was a student in the Rockwood 
School District, by his brother.  There is no 
sound, comparable, or more sorrowful, than 
that of a mother wailing at the loss of their 
child.  We can reduce these incidents from 
happening now. 

It does not matter what your political 
stance is, or even whether you are legally al-
lowed to do so, but if you have a gun in your 
house and if children live, visit, or at your 
home, for any amount of time, lock your 
weapon up.  

You can do this with a gun lock, a gun box 
or a gun vault.  Do not count on hiding a 
weapon.  Children are naturally curious and 
will find the gun.  Lock up the weapon or 
lock up the mechanism.  That’s it, do not de-
lay.  Lock up and secure the gun and save 
children’s lives today.

Rodrick Burton is the 
pastor of New Northside 
Missionary Baptist 
Church, a member of 
the St. Louis Metropoli-
tan Clergy Coalition, the 
Ecumenical Leadership 
Council, St. Louis Initia-
tive to Reduce Violence 
(SIRV), Voices for Early 
Childcare Programs and 
a field education mentor at Covenant Theologi-
cal Seminary.

The opinions expressed in this column are the 
columnist’s alone and do not reflect the opinion 
of the owners or staff of Community News.

community.
“I’m not a St. Louis native but I’ve been in Ferguson 

for almost 30 years and never want to go anywhere 
else,” Haux said. “I love the spirit here that the people 
don’t sit back and watch. They jump in and if they don’t 
like something they speak up. If they want something 
different, they make the change. And I love just how 
there’s been revitalization over the years.” 

The Ferguson Farmers’ Market and Live Well part-
nership combines a common goal of caring for the res-
idents of Ferguson and beyond by promoting healthy 
living and community.

“From a nonprofit perspective,” James said, “it (the 
partnership) just continues that conversation as we’re 

going out and encouraging people to do one thing that’s 
a little bit better than they did yesterday to live a health-
ier life.”

The Ferguson Farmer’s Market, though under new 
management, maintains the same goal of enhancing 
the wellbeing of residents and other consumers and 
continuing to contribute to the quality of life of the city.

“I think regarding Ferguson, people are just very 
proud of their town and they work together,” Haux 
said. “They’re very passionate about things that go on 
here and making sure this is a great place to live.” 

COMMUNITY VOICES:COMMUNITY VOICES:

Save our children now

By Rodrick Burton
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CORRECTION

On Page 3 of the April 27 edition of the St. Louis County Community News in 
the story titled “Local doctors establish $100,000 endowment at Christian Hospi-
tal,” the cutline to the photo of Drs. Smita and Sharad Parikh contained incorrect 
information. The cutline should have read: “Drs. Smita and Sharad Parikh have 
announced their plans to establish a $100,000 endowment at Christian Hospital 
to support mammogram assistance for women in need.” The Community News 
regrets the error. 

This month, the Ferguson Farmers’ Market began its 21st year of serving the 
community and surrounding regions with local, fresh grocery options and 
other homegrown wares.

Submitted photos
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The city of Florissant along with 
the St. Louis County Veterans 

Coalition, VFW, VFW Auxiliary, 
American Legion, 1st Marine Divi-
sion Association, Vietnam Veterans 
of America, Korean War Veterans of 
America, police and fire departments 
and Boy Scouts of America will joint-
ly host a Memorial Day ceremony on 
May 30 at the James J. Eagan Center. 
The ceremony will start at 9 a.m.

Memorial Day is a solemn day of 
remembrance for everyone who has 

died serving in the American Armed 
Forces. The holiday, originally known 
as Decoration Day, started after the 
Civil War to honor the Union and 
Confederate dead and has continued 
each year since 1868.

It is an outdoor event at the flag 
pole and memorial to all service men 
and women.  There is limited seat-
ing available but you are welcome to 
bring chairs and it is handicapped ac-
cessible. 

A Memorial Day ceremony will be held at the 
James J. Eagan Center on May 30

THIS WEEK’S PICK



Florissant Council President Joe Ea-
gan received the Public Service Award 
that is given to outstanding individu-
als, elected, appointed or employed by 
a public body whose long-time service 
and commitment has had a positive 
impact in the community and/or pub-
lic body they serve at the 45th Annual 
Leadership Breakfast hosted by NCI on 
May 6. 

Florissant Mayor Tim Lowery re-
ceived the Community Development 
Leadership Award for Angie’s All-In-
clusive Playground that is given to an 

individual, organization, or business 
whose efforts positively benefited youth, 
residents, civic organizations, or others 
through selfless acts. With Lowery to 
also accept the award was Karen Behl-
mann and Kari Kenyon with Accessible 
Play, Inc., Natalie Mackay, Executive Di-
rector of Unlimited Play, Inc. and Cher-
yl Thompson-Stimage, Director of Parks 
and Recreation.

The awards were presented at the 45th 
Annual NCI Leadership Breakfast that 
was held at the Airport Marriott. The 
event was sold out.

Drivers who regularly use Pershall 
Road between New Florissant Road 
(Route N) and Hanley 
Road should be aware 
that the Missouri Depart-
ment of Transportation 
(MoDOT) has closed the 
westbound lane of Per-
shall Road for six months 
starting May 9. 

During the six-month 
closure, traffic in this sec-
tion of Pershall Road will 
be one-lane eastbound 
only. After construction is 
completed, this portion of 
Pershall Road will reopen 
as an eastbound only, du-
al-lane outer road.  

While the closure is in 
place, signed detours will 
direct motorists from 
New Florissant Road 
to access Dunn Road 
to travel westbound to 
Hanley Road. 

The closure and con-
struction work are part 
of the $278 million I-270 
North Project infrastruc-
ture upgrades. To stay 
updated on the status 
of this closure and to 
view a project overview 
and graphic displays of 
planned construction, 
please visit the I-270 
North Project website 
at: www.i270north.org.  
Travelers can also con-
tact MoDOT’s customer 
service center at 1-314-

275-1500 or the I-270 North Project 
Team at:I270North@modot.mo.gov. 

Drivers who regularly use the east-
bound I-270 exit ramp to travel north-
bound on Route 367 should be aware 
that the Missouri Department of Trans-
portation (MoDOT) closed the exit 
ramp on May 6. 

The closure will allow MoDOT to re-
move the first of three of the four loop 
ramps at the existing eastbound I-270 
and Route 367 cloverleaf interchange. 
Crews will construct a new dual lane fly-
over ramp that will connect eastbound 
I-270 and northbound Route 367.

During the closure, drivers traveling 
eastbound on I-270 to access north-
bound Route 367, must exit at the ramp 
to southbound Route 367. A temporary 

connection has been constructed that 
will allow drivers on the ramp to south-
bound 367 to access a signalized inter-
section and make a left turn.  

The closure and construction work 
are part of the $278 million I-270 North 
Project infrastructure upgrades. To stay 
updated on the status of this closure and 
to view a project overview and graphic 
displays of planned construction, please 
visit the I-270 North Project website at: 
www.i270north.org.  Travelers can also 
contact MoDOT’s customer service 
center at 1-314-275-1500 or the I-270 
North Project Team at:I270North@mo-
dot.mo.gov. 
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Florissant leaders recognized at the 45th 
Annual Leadership Breakfast hosted by NCI 

Westbound lane of Pershall Road between 
New Florissant Road (Route N) and Hanley 
Road closed for six months

MoDOT closes eastbound I-270 exit ramp 
to northbound Route 367 
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To the editor,
As a local elected official, it usually doesn’t take long to figure out which public 

policies are working, and which just aren’t. When policies are working, we need 
to lean in and get the most benefit possible, especially when it comes to bread 
and butter economic issues, like keeping the power on and electric rates low.

 Our community has recently been the beneficiary of several important ener-
gy infrastructure projects. The projects are good for our local economy, while at 
the same time modernizing our grid, so that customers have greater reliability, 
with fewer and shorter power outages. 

This work has been possible because in 2018 Missouri lawmakers, Republi-
cans and Democrats alike, came together to update our state’s century-old utility 
regulations. Previously the state’s outdated energy policy was leading to unpre-
dictable rate spikes, while also serving as a disincentive to improve our grid. 
Now more than ever, our homes and businesses are reliant on utilizing technol-
ogy and being online. But none of that can happen without reliable and resilient 
electric service.

The energy upgrades in our area are just some of the thousands of projects 
across the state that have been successfully completed over the past three years. 
And while we were happy to benefit from the improvements, I was initially 
concerned that this might be expensive for residential and business customers. 
Thankfully the 2018 law placed rate caps on Missouri utilities for the first time, 
so that families and businesses in our community don’t experience the type of 
unpredictable rate spikes we see in other states.

In fact, since 2018, Missouri electric rates have increased annually less than 
1% on average, compared to increases of 5.2% annually in the years before the 
reforms passed. Our rates remain well below both the Midwest and national 
averages, and we are far better prepared now to combat everything from weath-
er-related outages to cyber-attack threats.

It’s no secret that inflation is taking a toll on the cost of, well, everything. I 
worry that with this legislation set to expire in 2023, these rate caps will go away 
and we will return to unpredictable rates spikes at a time when the families and 
small businesses in this community can least afford it.

Thankfully, Missouri lawmakers are currently considering House Bill 1734 
and Senate Bill 756, which would extend these rate caps and allow these reliabil-
ity projects to continue, so that we avoid the type of energy problems other parts 
of the country are experiencing.

When it comes to passing laws in Jefferson City, somebody usually wins at the 
expense of someone else. But passing House Bill 1734 or Senate Bill 756 is truly 
a win-win public policy. The new projects aid workers and suppliers and have 
created thousands of new jobs. Our grid is more reliable than ever. And because 
of rate caps, we keep rates stable and predictable, which is a valuable economic 
development tool in and of itself, especially in times of high inflation. In public 
policy, when it comes to helping our local communities, there just isn’t too much 
of a good thing. 
Sincerely,
Timothy Lowery, Mayor of the city of Florissant 
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The grandkids have always called it the “magic lamp.”  
It’s a much more reasonably priced version of the lamp 
my mother had in her bedroom that our own kids al-
ways loved, and it sits on the end of my long dresser, 
where it’s been for more years than I can remember.  

The panes of glass are held in place by little metal 
brads, and many of them are broken, so the panes jitter 
and clatter a little when I move the lamp, but it’s still 
lighting the little candelabra bulbs in a three-brightness 
sequence (dim, brighter, brightest) and the grandkids 
have always loved it.

The two oldest, Makena and Colin, were born six 
weeks and one day apart.  It was a lovely time of an-
ticipation, the spring of 2006, and wrapping my brain 
around the fact that they will be sixteen this year has 
been impossibly difficult.  

Both of them loved the lamp as toddlers, touching 
it over and over again, their eyes watching its magic 
in sheer wonder.  Colin asked me when he was a little 
older how the lamp worked and I had to admit I didn’t 
know and honestly didn’t want to know.  I liked the idea 
that it was simply “magic.”

Colin told me when he was five and I was introduc-
ing the magic lamp to his baby sister, Caroline, when 
they were visiting from North Carolina, that he was go-
ing to figure it out when he got bigger.

The lamp has been the center of attention during 
grandkids’ visits for as long as they can remember.  We 
generally start out playing with the toys stored in the 

family room end table or with the antique Fisher Price 
Little Kitchen in the basement that belonged first to 
their parents, but before the evening is over, the kids 
are bouncing on our bed, begging for their chance to 
make the lamp perform its magic. After they’ve all left, 
properly filled with fun and sugar, the lamp is always 
finger-printed with sticky proof of the good time that’s 
been had at Grandma and Grandpa’s house.

Our youngest has an inquisitive six-year-old and 
twin two-year-old boys who are the latest to join in 
the clattering, rattling fun of turning the light on and 
off.  When all nine of the grandkids were here over 
the Christmas holidays, we gathered in the bedroom 
to watch the littlest giggle as they gently touched the 
lamp, looked at their twin, jabbered something in-
telligible only to each other, then looked to their big 
brother Adler.

Adler took his turn, moving the lamp around, lift-
ing it up, squinting at 
the bottom of it, and de-
clared, “I’m going to fig-
ure this out, Grandma.  
I’m six now, and I have 
my own Lego lab.”

I glanced over at Colin 
and said, “Colin told me 
the same thing when he 
was six, and he’s going to 
be sixteen pretty soon.”  
Adler looked at Colin 
and asked, “So, did you 
ever figure it out?”

Colin smiled down at 
him and said, “I sure did.  
I checked the bulbs and 
the wire and the way the 
metal holds the glass in 
place, and I turned it up-
side down with Grand-
ma’s help.  And I know 
how it works.”

He winked at me and 
very seriously explained 
to Adler…” It’s magic!”

I felt tears coming to 
my eyes as Colin and 
Makena each picked up 
a two-year-old cousin 
twin, lifted them to the 
lamp, and smiled.

Vicki Bahr is an inveter-
ate word lover and story 
sharer, a published author 
in magazine, newspaper 
and blog forms. As a mom 
of four, grandma of nine, 
and wife of one for nearly 
fifty years, she finds that 
inspiration and wonder are 
everywhere.

By Vicki BahrThe magic lampStill In This Together:Still In This Together:
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90% of older Americans want to keep living in their homes for life. But for far too 

many people, unexpected physical and financial challenges get in the way, and they’re 
forced to give up their home to access their equity. At Truehold, we provide a new op-
tion to enjoy your home and your wealth, rather than having to choose between the two. 
With our Sale-Leaseback, you can sell your house and keep living at home as a renter. 
No moving, no debt, and no upkeep.

www.VillageNorthRetirement.org
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On April 11, the Ladue Schools Board of Education 
voted Kisha Lee to serve as School Board President. Lee 
is the first African American to lead the Ladue Schools 
Board of Education.

During the board’s annual reorganization meeting fol-
lowing the April 5 election, it was determined by unan-
imous vote that Lee would lead the 4,200 students and 
more than 575 faculty and staff of Ladue Schools. 

In her inaugural remarks, Lee shared the significance 
of her historic appointment with a room full of support-
ers including family, friends, church and sorority mem-
bers, Ladue Schools staff, and residents.

“Some may ask why this role is significant to me. It 
is because I sit here in the same community where my 
grandmother served as a domestic worker, and have just 
been installed as the president of the school board for the 
number one school district in Missouri. One generation 
gives to the next,” Lee said during her opening remarks.

The district has achieved many accomplishments since 
Lee first joined the board in 2017. Voters passed Prop L, 
a historic $126 million bond referendum to renovate its 
middle and four elementary schools, last year; construc-
tion projects are currently underway. During her time 
on the board, Lee has been a champion of hiring a more 
diverse staff to be more reflective of the student demo-
graphics.

“Kisha Lee is a true advocate for equity and opportu-
nity in every child’s development,” said Ladue Schools 
Superintendent Dr. Jim Wipke. “We are grateful to Ms. 
Lee for her service to Ladue Schools on our Board and 
various district committees. She focuses on all aspects of 
a student’s education and truly helps create real progress 
and forward thought for our community.”

Lee holds both a master’s and bachelor’s degree in public 
policy and administration from the University of Missou-
ri – St. Louis, which includes an emphasis on non-profit 
management and leadership with extensive research in 
public education and social work. She also has obtained 
both Advanced and Master Board Member Certification 
from the Missouri School Boards’ Association.

As a single parent of two adult children who are alum-

ni of Ladue Horton Wat-
kins High School, Lee often 
refers to a quote by Nelson 
Mandela as her personal 
call to action.

“One of my favorite 
quotes serves as a catalyst 
for why I wanted to serve on the school board to help 
invoke change, ‘Education is the most powerful weapon 
which you can use to change the world.’ I had to be the 
change I wanted to see,” she said.     

As a transformational leader with more than 20 years 
of professional experience dedicated to serving commu-
nity needs, her passion focuses on the needs of children 
and families. 

“I am a lifelong advocate whose work ethic is found-
ed on values that encompass social justice and equity 
and have been strengthened by my leadership roles and 
volunteer involvement. I am known for my tenacity and 
forward-thinking ability to strategically direct various 
initiatives, achieve positive outcomes, and be counted on 
to get things done,” Lee said.

Her commitment extends beyond political service: Lee 
can also be found serving at the Shalom City of Peace 
Church, serving on the Parks and Recreation Board for 
the city of Olivette, and volunteering with her sorority, 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.

Lee has been a leading voice in helping the district re-
main accountable to its diversity, equity, and inclusion 
goals and weaving them into the fabric of Ladue Schools.

“I have been able to successfully impact decisions to 
benefit all students, especially as it relates to diversity, eq-
uity, and inclusion. My influence has led to the increase 
in the diversity of staff and administrators, critical review 
of curriculum and instruction, and implementation of 
action items to address the opportunity gap that leaves 
many African-American students trailing behind their 
peers. 

“I take great pride in serving all students and families 
of the Ladue School District. I enjoy the work of generat-
ing positive outcomes for our community,” Lee said.

Parkway’s four high schools - Central, North, South 
and West high schools - were named among the coun-
try’s “2022 Best High Schools” by U.S. News & World 
Report. Each high school is ranked in the top 10% of 
schools in Missouri.

High schools are ranked by college readiness, math 
and reading proficiency, math and reading perfor-
mance, underserved student performance, college 
curriculum breadth and graduation rate.

The Best High Schools are determined by: 
• College Readiness 30% - The proportions of 12th 

graders who took and earned a qualifying score on 
at least one AP or IB exam. Earning a qualifying 
score is worth three times more than just taking. 

• Math and Reading Proficiency 20% - Aggregated 
scores on state assessments that students may be 
required to pass for graduation. 

• Math and Reading Performance 20% - How ag-
gregated scores on state assessments compare with 

U.S. News’ expectations given the proportions of 
students who are Black, Hispanic and from low-in-
come households. 

• Underserved Student Performance 10% - Scores on 
state assessments aggregated just among students 
who are Black, Hispanic and from low-income 
households. These scores are compared with what 
is typical in the state for non-undeserved students, 
with parity or higher being the goal. 

• College Curriculum Breadth 10% - The propor-
tions of 12th-graders who took and earned a qual-
ifying score on AP and IB exams in multiple areas. 
More exams are valued more than fewer exams up 
to a maximum of four. Earning a qualifying score 
on an exam is worth three times more than taking. 

• Graduation Rate 10% - The proportion of entering 
ninth-graders who graduated four academic years 
later.
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The Greater North 
County Chamber has 
named its 2022 Schol-
arship Award Winners.  
The chamber awarded 
five $1,000 Merit Scholar-
ships, a $1,000 Persever-
ance Scholarship, a $1,000 
Community Service schol-
arship from the Florissant 
Jaycees, and a $1,000 De-
termination Scholarship 
from Jacob’s Ladder.  

The scholarships are 
awarded to high school se-
niors who reside or go to 
school within the cham-
ber’s service area.  The 
chamber’s Partner in Edu-
cation Committee recognizes graduating seniors who 
have shown a commitment to building a better com-
munity and have demonstrated a record of communi-
ty service in the area.  

The Partners in Education Committee of the cham-
ber selected the following students for Merit Scholar-
ships:
• Breanna Booth – Incarnate Word Academy
• Jordan K. Dixon – Hazelwood West High School
• Marena Keys – Jennings High School
• Jared Strickland – Hazelwood Central High School
• Angelina Viviano – Hazelwood West High School

The $1,000 Perseverance Scholarship is given to a 
student who has persevered in his or her studies de-
spite facing some tough obstacles.  The Partners in 
Education Committee has selected LaShea Shelton, 
Parkway North High School for this scholarship.

The $1,000 scholarship from the Florissant Jaycees 
is given to a student who demonstrated above-and-
beyond community service.  The Partners in Educa-
tion Committee has selected Purity Peace Muiruri, 
Hazelwood West High School for this scholarship.

The $1,000 scholarship from Jacob’s Ladder minis-
try was awarded to Arissa Ford, Riverview Gardens 
School District.  

The scholarship may be used for post-high school 
continuing education expenses including college or 
university tuition, room and board, books, fees, or for 
expenses associated with a trade or technical school 
program.

The Scholarship Fund was established with dona-
tions from chamber members and an Annual Bowl-
A-Thon.  This year’s Scholarship Bowl will be held on 
Aug. 4 at Crest Bowl in Florissant.  With these recip-
ients, the chamber has awarded almost $100,000 in 
scholarships. 

On behalf of the Home Builders Charitable Founda-
tion (HBCF), 2022 HBA President Jeremy Roth (Elite 
Development Services/McBride Homes) (left) and 
HBA Executive Vice President Celeste Rueter (right) 
presented a $25,000 donation to Every Child’s Hope 
board member Bill Gamewell and chief development 
officer Sherry Gerke.

The donation will go toward a new facility at Every 
Child’s Hope St. Charles Rock Road campus. The orga-
nization’s new Youth Development Center will provide 
intensive residential treatment to 100-120 at-risk youth 
ages six to 18 in need of mental health services. Every 
Child’s Hope was founded in 1858 as an orphanage for 
immigrant children who lost their parents in cholera 
outbreaks. 

As the needs of St. Louis children and families 
evolved, its services and programs adapted. Now, more 
than 200 staff members across Missouri are dedicated 
to preventing child abuse, treating emotional trauma 
and mental health issues, and providing aftercare and 
follow-up services. Each year, Every Child’s Hope helps 
more than 1,400 youth and children find healing and 

hope for their futures.
The HBA is a local trade association of more than 

600 member firms representing the residential con-
struction industry. The Home Builders Charitable 
Foundation, the HBA’s charitable arm, is a non-profit 
organization dedicated to providing housing assistance 
to people or organizations with special shelter needs.

Felicia Miller, an American Family Insurance Agent, 
has come to Florissant to open her very own insurance 
business which is located at 572 N. Hwy 67. A ribbon 
cutting ceremony was held on May 5.

Miller Agency & Associates LLC opened in February 
of 2022 and had the official ribbon cutting ceremony 
May 5. The Miller Agency team is here to assist you 
with customizing your insurance to fit your needs. As 
your local metropolitan agency; they offer dependable 
auto, home, business, and life insurance, as well as oth-
er products. Their team prides themselves’ on provid-
ing the most exceptional customer service possible.

For more information contact Felicia Miller at 314-
254-5166 or email her at fmiller@amfam.com. 
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(From left) Tom Shipp, American Family Insurance Agent stands next to Me-
lissa Adney, ONEWAY Construction; Felicia Miller, American Family Insurance 
Agent; Venus Martz, President of the Greater North County Chamber of Com-
merce and Councilman from Ward 2 Paul Manganelli. 

Photo courtesy city of Florissant 

(From left) Board Chair, Carl Lathan stands with Partners in Education Chair, Bret Berigan; award winner Purity Peace 
Muiruri; award winner Marena Keys; award winner Breanna Booth; award winner Jared Strickland; award winner 
Jordan Dixon; Florissant Jaycee’s Rick Dorsey; award winner Arissa Ford; award winner LaShea Shelton; Pastor Alfred 
Long, Jacob’s Ladder Ministry and GNCC President Venus Martz 

Submitted photo

The Greater North County Chamber names 
2022 Scholarship Award Winners

Home Builders Association donates $25,000 
to Every Child’s Hope

Miller Agency & Associates 
LLC hosts a ribbon cutting 
ceremony

Submitted photo



The Normandy Schools Collaborative School 
Board approved the salary scale for teachers for 
the 2022-2023 school year at the April 12 meeting, 
which includes an increase that puts salaries for 
starting teachers above the average starting pay for 
St. Louis area districts. 

The salary scale provides a one-step increase for 
all staff on this scale. The new scale, plus the step 
advancement, adds up to an overall 5.8% increase in 
teacher pay compared to teacher pay in the 2021-22 
school year.  

That increase for teachers is in addition to the 
4.83% overall increase for teachers in 2021. 

On the new scale, new teachers with a bachelor’s 
degree will start at a salary of $43,775, which is up 
from a starting pay of $40,000 for the 2021-2022 
school year. That’s about $1,300 above the current 
average starting pay for St. Louis area districts.   Un-
der the approved scale, a teacher with a doctorate in 
the Normandy district can earn more than $113,000 
annually, more than in any other area district ac-
cording to available 2021-2022 salary scales. 

“The board and administration realize that com-
petitive teacher pay is just one aspect of retaining 
and attracting excellent teachers, but it is an im-
portant one that Normandy is dedicated to,” said Dr. 
Phillip Pusateri, Normandy associate superintendent 
and chief financial officer. “The district is confident 
the new scale will help attract top teachers and keep 

them with the district 
well into their career.” 

This is just another 
step NSC is taking to at-
tract employees at a time 
when the job market is 
tight. In February, the 
school board increased 
starting pay for classified 
employees (including 
custodians, food service 
workers, certain office 
staff) to $15 per hour. 
Now, no staff member in 
NSC earns less than $15 
per hour in wages.     

The district has also launched its Normandy 
Teaching Fellows program, which helps individ-
uals who have bachelor’s degrees to earn their 
teaching certification while working in the class-
room.

NSC continues to offer several incentives to en-
courage qualified teachers, substitute teachers and 
bus drivers to join the team to help meet the dis-
trict’s critical needs for this and next school year. 

To apply for positions with Normandy, please visit 
the Job Opportunities section of the NSC website, 
www.normandysc.org/HR.

With a heavy dose of girl power, the Normandy 
High School robotics team recently competed in 
the FIRST Robotics contest held at Chaifetz Arena 
March 30-April 2.

Normandy High School math and engineering 
teacher Paul Hiebert leads the team that includes 
students A’niyah Banks, Rogerlyn Echols, Jami-
ah Smith and Tamarion Sparkling. This year was a 
rebuilding year due to all previous team members 
graduating last year. Three of the four members are 
female, which Hiebert says was a goal of his.

“I try to actively recruit female students because 
they are very underrepresented in engineering and 
there are many scholarship opportunities available 
to help them continue in the field,” he said.

Although the team’s first competition wasn’t what 
they’d hoped for, finishing 21st out of 37 teams, Hie-
bert praised the team for their dedication and grit.

“The students overcame many obstacles, did an 
excellent job of communicating with our alliance 
partners each round, and most importantly had a lot 
of fun while working very hard,” said Hiebert.

The team is already preparing for next year’s com-
petition, meeting once a week to discuss what went 
right, what went wrong, and to continue developing 
their skills for next year.

Unfortunately, robotics competitions are expensive, 
but the team has received generous support from the 

following sponsors: i.am Angel Foundation, Hart-
man Walsh Painting Company, Service Metal, UMSL 
Bridge program, Coalition of Black Trade Unionists 
and Harbor Freight Tools.

Photo courtesy Normandy Schools Collaborative  

Washington School teacher Juanita Johnson works with a student in her class. The Normandy Schools Collaborative 
is increasing teacher salaries, putting the district above the area average for starting pay
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Normandy School Board approves 
increases to teacher salaries, puts district 
above area average for starting pay

Normandy robotics 
team competes at FIRST 
Robotics tournament

www.stlcc.edu/FV
Photo courtesy Normandy Schools Collaborative  

Pictured (back row, from left) are Normandy High School students Tam-
arion Sparkling, A’niyah Banks, (front row, from left) Rogerlyn Echols and 
Jamiah Smith. The students competed at the FIRST Robotics tournament.



EVENTS

May 20: Trivia night 
Youth In Need’s Young Pro-
fessionals Group will hold its 
annual trivia night to benefit 
Youth In Need at the Bridge-
ton Recreation Center at 4201 
Fee Fee Road in Bridgeton. 
Doors open at 6 p.m., and 
trivia begins at 7 p.m. Regis-
tration is $185 for tables of 
eight or $25 for a single seat 
and includes beer, wine and 
light snacks. Outside food 
and drinks are permitted; 
just no glass, please. Register 
or secure your sponsor-
ship online at https://www.
youthinneed.org/giving-vol-
unteering/young-profession-
als-group/. For more infor-
mation about the event and 
sponsorship opportunities 
or to make an auction dona-
tion, contact Emily Birgen-
heier, Development Services 
Manager, at ebirgenheier@
youthinneed.org. 

RECURRING 
EVENTS

Weekdays: Food pantry 
volunteers needed
The Harvey Kornblum Jewish 
Food Pantry is in need of on-
going adult volunteers to sort 
food, stock shelves and shop 
with clients.  Two-to-four 
hour shifts are available, Mon-
day-Friday 8:45 a.m.-3:45 p.m. 
To learn more or to join this 
fun group, contact Chelsey 
Banaskavich at 314-513-1674 
or cbanaskavich@jfcs-stl.org.

Mondays: Choral Arts 
Group meetings
Choral Arts Group practices 
every Monday from 7 to 9 
p.m. at Connection Christian 
Church at 1332 Feise Rd. in 
O’Fallon. Auditions not re-
quired. Ages high school and 
older are invited to join. There 
will be spring and fall public 
concerts. For more informa-
tion call Marty at 636-579-
9227, or email concertartsa@
gmail.com.

Mondays: City council 
meetings
City of Pine Lawn holds regu-
lar city council meetings at 
city hall at 6250 Steve Marre 
Ave. in Pine Lawn on the 
second Monday of the month 
at 6:30 p.m. The meetings are 
open to the public.

Mondays: Workshop 
meetings
City of Pine Lawn holds regu-
lar workshop meetings at city 
hall at 6250 Steve Marre Ave. 
in Pine Lawn on the fourth 
Monday of the month at 6:30 
p.m. The meetings are open to 
the public.

Mondays: A cappella 
singers 
All men who like to sing are 
invited to come sing with us, 
The Men of Harmony.  We 
practice every Monday night 
at 7 p.m. at 5500 Parker Road 
which is the first house on 
Uthe Lane.  We sing four-part 
harmony a capella (without 
accompaniment).  We sing 
some traditional songs, as well 
as show tunes and more con-
temporary music.  We do per-
form for the public at various 
functions.  Persons interested 
can come right on in or for 
more information call Al at 
314-993-6134.

Mondays: Korean War 
Veterans Association 
meeting
If you had military service in 
Korea between Sept. 3, 1945 
and the present you are cor-
dially invited to a meeting 
of Chapter 4, North County 
Korean War Veterans Associ-
ation.  Meetings take place at 
the VFW Post 4105 at 410 St. 
Francois in Florissant on the 
second Monday of the month, 
starting at 7 p.m. For more 
information contact Walter 
Kaiser at 314-921-2132. For 
a limited period the Chapter 
will pay for one (1) year mem-
bership for new members.

Mondays-Thursdays: Vol-
unteers needed
Community Action Agency 
of St. Louis County is in need 
of volunteers to stock shelves, 
sort food shipments and pack 
bags for Food Pantry Clients 
Monday through Thursday 
from 8 a.m. until 3 p.m. Two 
to four hour shifts are avail-
able. If you are interested, 
please contact Cheryl Piece 
at 314-446-4440 or cpiece@
caastlc.org for additional in-
formation.

Tuesdays: Bingo
Florissant Elks Bingo takes 
place at 16400 New Halls 
Ferry every Tuesday. Doors 
open at 4 p.m., bingo starts 
at 6 p.m. No outside food or 

drinks allowed per St. Louis 
County. Food and drinks 
available for purchase. Max-
imum 150 players. Must wear 
mask to enter. Social distan-
cing followed. 

Tuesdays: A cappella sing-
ers
The Gentlemen of Sound are 
looking for men who like to 
sing or want to learn. They 
practice Tuesdays at Lady 
of the Pillar school at 401 S. 
Lindbergh from 7 – 9 p.m. 
They try to do public events 
monthly. Always looking for 
new members. Come by or 
call Charlie at 314-954-1121.

Tuesdays: Chair Zumba
Chair Zumba every Tues-
day from 2:15 – 3 p.m. at The 
Bridge At Florissant at 1101 
Garden Plaza Dr. (Parker @ 
Arlington). For more infor-
mation call 314-831-0988.

Tuesdays: Celebrate Re-
covery
Celebrate Recovery Tuesday 
meetings take place at 6 p.m. 
with a Saturday Bible Study 
at 9 a.m. at LifePoint Church 
at 424 Graham Rd. in Floris-
sant. For more information 
visit www.lifepointministries.
church/celebrate-recovery 
or call (men) Steve D. at 636-
634-6582 or (women) Denise 
W. at 530-417-6151.

Tuesdays: Choir rehears-
als
The St. Louis Chordinals, a 
women’s a cappella chorus, re-
hearse every Tuesday evening 
from 7 - 9:30 p.m. at Beautiful 
Savior Lutheran Church at 
12397 Natural Bridge Rd. in 
Bridgeton (next to the Bridge-
ton Government Center).  For 
more information call Linda 
at 314-839-3495 or visit stloui-
schordinals.org.   

Tuesdays: TOPS (Take off 
pounds sensibly) 
From 9:15 - 10:30 a.m. located 
at John F. Kennedy Center/
Henry Koch Ctr., Howder-
shell Rd. at Charbonier Rd., 
Florissant. For more info con-
tact Paul McConnell, 314-831-
5476.

2nd Tuesday Sept.-June: 
Show-me Stitchers:
Show-me Stitchers is the local 
chapter of the Embroiderers’ 
Guild of America. We meet 
on the second Tuesday, Sept.-
June at 6:30 p.m. at Trinity Lu-
theran Church, 14088 Clay-
ton Road, Chesterfield, MO. 
Learn needlepoint, embroid-
ery, cross stitch, and more.

Every 4th Tuesday of the 
month: Fort Bellefontaine 
Memorial American Le-
gion Post 335 meeting

6:30pm, Fort Bellefontaine 
Memorial American Legion 
Post 335, at the Bellefontaine 
Neighbors Community Cen-
ter at 9669 Bellefontaine Rd. 
Those interested in member-
ship are invited to attend. 

Wednesdays: Bingo
Bingo takes place every Wed-
nesday at American Legion 
Post 338 at 9655 Midland 
Blvd. in Overland. Doors 
open at 5 p.m. For more infor-
mation contact Chairman Ed 
Hilleman at 314-660-1813.

Wednesdays: Bingo
Life Care Center of Bridgeton, 
at 12145 Bridgeton Square 
in Bridgeton, welcome all to 
Community Bingo every last 
Wednesday of the month at 
2:30 p.m. Light refreshment 
will be served. Please RVSP at 
314-298-7444 with the month 
you will attend and number of 
people attending.

Wednesdays:  TOPS (Take 
Off Pounds Sensibly)
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sens-
ibly) meets from 6 p.m. - 7:30 
p.m. at St. Andrews United 
Methodist Church at 3975 
N. Hwy 67 in Florissant. For 
more information contact 
Norma at 314-306-4731.

Every Wednesday: Bingo 
Morning at Florissant 
Elks Lodge #2316
Florissant Elks Lodge #2316, 
16400 New Halls Ferry Rd. in 
Florissant. Doors at 7:30 a.m., 
games begin at 9:30 a.m. For 
more information, call 314-
921-2316.

Bridgeton Trails Library 
Branch Programs:
3455 McKelvey Rd., St. Louis, 
314-994-3300. Story Time: 
Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m. 9 
months to 2 yrs. Room 1 
(Lap Time); Wednesdays, 
10:30 a.m. Ages 3–5. Room 
2; Thursdays, 10:30 a.m. Ages 
3–5. Room 1.

Florissant Senior Citizens’ 
Bingo Clubs: 314-839-7604.

Every 1st Wednesday of 
the Month: Stroke Sup-
port Group
3-4 p.m., Center for Senior 
Renewal, Detrick Building 
1st floor, 11133 Dunn Rd. For 
more information, contact Ja-
mie Stevens at 314-653-5331.   

Thursdays: Bingo
Community Bingo at the 
Bridge At Florissant, at 1101 
Garden Plaza Drive (inter-
section of Parker and Arling-
ton) takes place on the third 
Thursday of each month starts 
at 2 p.m. There will be snacks 
and prizes. For more informa-
tion call 314-831-0988.
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The events listed in this section are the 
latest updates as of press time, please check 
with individual sites for the most up to date 
cancellations and reschedule info.

Take notice . . .

Securing the IT health of your business by 
minimizing your risk and oppmizing producpvity.
  Remote and     
  On-Site Support
  Cybersecurity
  Network Mngmt

  Hardware Repair and  
  Replacement
  HIPAA Compliance
  Vendor Liaison

Problems with your personal PC?  
Visit us at our Repair Shop 

115 W. Pearce Blvd 
Wentzville, MO 63385 

Managed IT services for small and medium sized businesses.

636-332-1335
bill.dickherber@computerparamedic.net  
computerparamediconline.com

Contact us for a FREE Disaster Recovery Assessment!

Send your event to editor@mycnews.com and we'll print it!
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Thursdays: Quilting 
guild
Every third Thursday of the 
month the Flower Valley 
Quilting Guild meets at 7 
p.m. in the old school at the 
Old St. Ferdinand Shrine, 1 
Rue St. Francois, Florissant.

Thursdays: Blood pres-
sure checks
Free blood pressure checks 
monthly at Life Care Center 
of Florissant at 1201 Garden 
Plaza Dr. (off Parker Rd.) in 
Florissant every third Thurs-
day of the month. Call 831-

3752 for more information.

Thursdays: Women’s 
chorus meeting
Every Thursday City Voices 
Chorus, a women’s chorus 
singing four-part a cappella 
harmony, meets at Church of 
the Good Shepherd at 1166 
S. Mason Rd. in St. Louis. 
Members come from the 
entire bi-state region. Call 
Marcia at 636-274-0723 for 
more information or visit 
www.cityvoiceschorus.org. 

Fridays: Fish fry
A fish fry takes place every 
Friday at American Legion 
Post 338 at 9655 Midland 
Blvd. in Overland from 11 
a.m. to 7 p.m. For more infor-
mation contact Chairman Ed 
Hilleman at 314-660-1813.

Every Friday: Our Lady 
of Fatima #4429 Knights 
of Columbus Bingo
6:45  p.m., Knights of Co-
lumbus Hall, 1216 Teson Rd. 
in Hazelwood. For more in-
formation call 314-731-9330.

CROSSWORD answers from page F-4 SUDOKU answers from page F-1

Presented by

Vote for your favorite business in these Northwest County zip codes  
63044, 63045, 63074, 63114, 63121, 63133 63124, 63130, 

63132, 63043, 63141 and 63146
(Only businesses operating in the zip codes listed above are eligible to win)

You can vote online at 
www.mycnews.com 

or you can clip this and mail to: 

Community News 
2139 Bryan Valley Commercial Dr.

O’Fallon, MO 63366
You can only submit one ballot per week.

Automobile Repair

Electrical Contractors

Towing & Roadside Assistance

Restaurant - Dine In

Chiropractor

Gym/Fitness Center

AttorneyAdvertising/Marketing

Home Improvement/Remodeling

Dentist

Printing/Copy Service

Car Wash

Landscaping/Lawn Care Svcs

Golf Course

Veterinarian

Salon/Barber Shop

Write-In

Bakery

Ins Agent/with Agency Name

Florist

Travel Agent

Retirement Communities

Computer Services

Offi  ce Equipment/Furniture

Healthcare Clinic/Hosp Affi  liation

Automobile Dealers / NewApartments/Condos

Tax Preparation

Disaster Restoration

Skilled Nursing/Rehab Sports Bar & Grill

Funeral Services

Urgent Care

Roofi ng Contractors

Catering

Nursing Homes/Extended Care 

Automobile Dealers / Used

Photography

Donuts

Real Estate Agts & Agcy Name

Child Care Services

Physical Therapy

Bank

Invest Srvcs/Financial Planner

Construction

Optical/Eye Care

Heating & Cooling (HVAC)

Associations/Non-Profi tsAccounting/Bookkeeping

Home Health Care Svcs (CDS)

Credit Union

Physician/Hosp Affi  liation

Banquet Center/Event Venue

Jeweler

General Contractor

Wellness/Spa

Weekly voting begins April 4, 
and ends May 27, 2022. 

Winners will be listed along with 

congratulatory ads in a special section of 
the paper on June 29. Winners will also 
receive a certificate and window decal.
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Women receive honors in lacrosse at Linden-
wood

On Thursday, the IWLCA announced that Linden-
wood University’s women’s lacrosse had six players 
named to the 2022 IWLCA All-Region teams.

Eleanor Kast, Alyssa Kneedler, Emma Arnold, 
Bridget Considine and Logann Eldredge all garnered 
first-team honors for the Midwest Region, with 
Kneedler being the lone returner 
to the first-team group. Kate Mac-
Donell received second-team rec-
ognition. 

Kast has played a vital role in 
the Lions’ success so far this year, 
tallying 116 saves overall and sit-
ting at a strong 14-4 goalkeeping 
record. The senior currently is 
ranked No. 8 in the country and 
No. 1 in the GLVC for her 8.80 
goals against average and has gar-
nered two more GLVC Defensive 
Player of the Week awards this season, adding to 
her career total three overall. Kast also has the third 
best save percentage (0.457) and fifth most saves per 
game (6.11) in the GLVC. Last year, she received 
IWLCA All-Region second-team honors. 

Kneedler returned to the first-team for a second 
season in a row, while Arnold claimed her spot on 
the list after being named second-team All-Region 
last season. Kneedler has been a defensive main-
stay for the Lions all year long, scooping up 21 total 
ground balls and causing 11 total turnovers so far.

Arnold has proven to be a powerful force on both 
sides of the ball, racking up extensive offensive and 
defensive stats this season. The junior has caused 28 
turnovers, which is the third most caused turnovers 
per game in the GLVC (1.56). Arnold also racked up 
22 goals and 19 assists, as well as 25 ground balls and 
29 draw controls this year, making her a key part in 
Lindenwood’s success. 

Considine currently leads the Lions with 50 goals 
this season, while also sitting atop both Lindenwood 
and GLVC leaderboards in assists, tallying 29 total 

so far. The Stony Brook transfer has recorded 79 to-
tal points in her 16 games as a Lion, ranking first 
on the team and third in the GLVC for most over-
all points. Considine also ranks third in the GLVC 
for most points per game with an average of 4.65 
per game. The Rockville Centre, New York native 
bagged both GLVC and IWLCA Offensive Player of 
the Week awards back in March as well, making her 

the only Lion to be recognized as 
a national player of the week this 
season.

Eldredge is also one that had 
an immediate impact on her new 
team after transferring in from 
a successful rookie year at Fres-
no State. The sophomore attack-
er is right behind Considine in 
both goals (46) and assists (20), 
putting her at 66 total points so 
far this season. Eldredge ranks 
fourth in the GLVC in assists and 

sixth in the conference for points per game, sitting at 
3.67 average thus far.

MacDonell found her spot on the second team 
by being a force in the draw control realm with 38 
won so far this year, as well as scooping up 16 total 
ground balls. The junior has started 17 of 17 games 
played, and also netted a goal this season against Re-
gis back in March. MacDonell also boats nine caused 
turnovers on her stat line.

* Hard work pays off

Sports you see with Gary B...

Gary Baute, a St. Louis native, 
may be educated in business but 
he lives and breathes sports. As a 
fan or an athlete, Gary is all sports 
all the time. He hosted a radio 
sports program on KFNS, emceed 
the River City Rascals’ inaugural 
season, among many other activi-
ties. I am currently hosting a Health 
show on 97.1 FM, ‘Prime Time 
Health’ www.PrimeTimeSTL.com. It 

broadcasts Saturday nights at 8 and Sunday mornings at 9.

WWW.MYCNEWS.COM

www.treesbywood.net



When it 
comes to 

magic and mystic arts, 
there has been no character 
quite like Stephen Strange.

Created by Steve Ditko 
and Stan “The Man” Lee, the 
character debuted in “Strange 
Tales” in 1963 and, over the 
years, appeared in other Mar-
vel publications and cartoons.   
As the 2016 movie “Doctor 
Strange” showed, Stephen, 
played skillfully by Benedict 
Cumberbatch, was a gifted 
surgeon who crashed his car 
and suffered nerve damage in 
both hands.

After some delay, “Doctor 
Strange and the Multiverse 
of Madness” finally arrived in theaters.  In 2016, 
Benedict Cumberbatch, who had played roles 
such as Vincent van Gogh and Sherlock Holmes, 
became Stephen Strange, a brilliant but arrogant 
surgeon who, after his hands were damaged, fell 
into despair.  He searched for ways to cure him-
self until he met the Ancient One (Tilda Swin-
ton), a supreme mystic who set him on the path 
to magical knowledge.

The first “Doctor Strange” movie did well at the 
box office and led to the current “Multiverse of 
Madness” movie, but the sequel lacked the magic 
of the original.   Strange’s journey from the scien-
tific to the mystical was compelling and provoc-

ative, but his trip through multiple dimensions 
didn’t grab the viewer’s attention.   Audiences en-
joyed previous Marvel films that dealt with time 
travel, but discussions about “Earth 616” and 
other universes may have created the opposite 
effect here.

While “Dr. Strange” walked a confident path, 
“Multiverse of Madness” lived up to its ti-
tle.   Strange had dreams about a young woman 
named America Chavez (Xochitl Gomez) who 
could navigate the myriad of other dimensions 
because she doesn’t exist in any of them.  Strange, 
however, didn’t have that ability and, to commu-
nicate with her in one universe, he possessed the 

deceased body of his dimen-
sional counterpart.

Since 2007, Kevin Feige, 
President of Marvel Studios, 
had created movie magic for 
Marvel fans.  His films drew 
upon such classic superhe-
roes as Captain America, Iron 
Man and Thor and found an 
audience.  These movies were 
not stand-alone projects, 
however, but chapters in a 
long, well-planned storyline 
that culminated in “Avengers: 
Endgame.”  The box office to-
tal for “Endgame” even beat 
the visually stunning “Avatar.”

Feige’s tried-and-true MCU 
formula truly lost its charm 
this time around.  I sat in the 

audience for an evening showing of “Multiverse 
of Madness” where the young audience was not 
fully engaged (I was quite surprised at the level 
of profanity directed at the screen.)  The age level 
indicated that they had not been fully exposed to 
Dr. Strange and his comic book history.  There 
was some appreciation, though, of the Marvel 
cameo appearances within the storyline.

Overall, this was a mixed bag of tricks that 
tied back to the Disney+ limited series “Wanda-
Vision.”  If you haven’t seen the current film yet, 
check out that limited series while waiting for 
“Multiverse of Madness” to come to that stream-
ing service.  
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Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every row, 
column and 3-by-3 box includes all the digits 1 through 9.

– SUDOKU –Recipe: Fresh Spring Treat

By Steve Bryan

Born and raised in 
South St. Louis, Steve 
Bryan is now based in 
Anaheim, California, 

and has been allowed 
access to movie and 
television sets to see 
actors and directors 
at work. Though his 

writing has taken him 
far from St. Louis, 

Steve is, at heart, still 
the same wide-eyed kid 

who spent countless 
hours watching classic 

movies at neighborhood 
theaters.

Movie:

‘Dr. Strange and the Multiverse of Madness’ lacks Marvel magic

SEE ANSWERS ON PAGE 9www.STLDairyCouncil.org

Directions:   Preheat the oven to 350oF.  
Grease a 12-inch pizza pan.  Remove chilled 
cookie dough from the refrigerator and press 
onto the pizza pan in an even, flat circle.  
Bake per the directions on the package 
(about 15 – 20 minutes) or until the edges 
are very lightly browned.  Allow the crust to 
cool completely before decorating.

While crust is cooling, wash, dry, and cut up 
fruit.  Set aside for decorating.

Cream cheese frosting: In a medium bowl 
or with a mixer, mix the cream cheese 
and butter together until smooth, about 2 
minutes.  Add the powdered sugar and 1 

Tbsp. of milk.  Mix for 2 minutes.  Add vanilla 
and 1 more Tbsp. of milk (if needed) to thin 
out the frosting.  Mix for 1 minute.  Spread 
the frosting in a thick layer over the sugar 
cookie crust.

Decorate with fruit.

Cut pizza into slices and serve.  Leftovers will 
keep in the refrigerator for up to 3 days.

a cheese, powdered sugar and vanilla 
extract. Mix until fluffy. Return whipped 
cream to ricotta mixture and whip 1-2 
minutes until mixture is light and fluffy.

Spoon ricotta cream into center of each 

puff pastry pinwheel. Spoon strawberry 
compote in middle of ricotta mixture.

Additional Tips:

If you have a favorite recipe, try making your 
own homemade sugar cookie dough!

Add even more tang to your pizza with a 
fruit glaze!  Mix fruit, water, cornstarch, 
and sugar for a homemade glaze or use 
your favorite fruit preserves.  You can thin 
the fruit preserves by mixing in a little bit 
of water.

Make it your own by adding some of your 
favorite fruits!

Prep Time: 1 hour and 10 minutes      |      Yield: 1 pizza; 10 – 12 servings

Ingredients:

Pre-made Sugar Cookie Dough

Cream Cheese Frosting:

8 oz.  cream cheese, softened  
   to room temperature
¼    cup butter, softened to  
   room temperature
2    cups powdered sugar
2    Tbsp. milk
1    tsp. pure vanilla extract

Toppings:

8   strawberries, sliced
5   kiwis, sliced
1   mango, sliced
1   pineapple, diced
½   cup blueberries

‘Dr. Strange and the Multiverse of Madness” photo courtesy Marvel Studios

Sweet and tangy fruit pizza
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HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

For Garage Sales, 
Moving Sales, Yard 

Sales, or Sale of Items.

CLASSIFIED 

CALL  
636-379-1775

SPECIAL!SPECIAL!
$$4545

$15 each additional 
week after that.

$30 for a 1.5” x 2”

for the first weekfor the first week
(1.5” x 1” ad)

SERVICES

– CHECK US OUT AT WWW.MYCNEWS.COM –

Say this prayer 9 times a day for 9 days, 
then publish. Your prayers will be 

answered. 
               It has never been known to fail.

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be 

adored, glorified, loved and preserved 
throughout the world, now and 

forever. Sacred Heart of Jesus, have 
mercy on us.  St. Jude, Worker of 

Miracles, Pray for us. St. Jude, Helper of 
the Hopeless, Pray for us.

Thank you, St. Jude. R.H.

www.memoryparkpetcemetery.info

PET CEMETERY
over 4,000 pet burials;  

over 6 acres; over 60 yrs 
old.  314-576-3030

www.memoryparkpetcemetery.info

LIEN NOTICECOLLECTIBLES NOVENA

SINGERS WANTED

www.concertarts.org

www.cleantechcompany.com

General Custodians needed in St. Charles, 
O’Fallon, Lake St. Louis and Troy MO. 

Positions starting at $15 per hour!

Part-Time, 2nd shifts, and room for growth!

CLEAN TECH
 COMPANY 
IS HIRING!

Apply online at cleantechcompany.com
or call us today at 314-230-4627



www.scrubbydutch.com www.treesbywoody.net

www.danneggerbrothers.com

Dannegger Brothers 
Contracting, Inc

Insured | Experienced | Local | Quality

• Foundation & 
Basement Repairs

• Waterproofing
• Piering
• Mudjacking
• Stress Bracing 
• Concrete Flatwork
314-993-1833
www.DanneggerBrothers.com

www.semopest.com

CLASSIFIEDS
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Our FREE publications are 
available in over 39 

convenient supermarket 
locations,  including every 
Schnucks and Dierbergs

AREAS OF CIRCULATION

www.archwaycleansweep.com

SWEEPING 
St. Louis and Surrounding Areas

ARCHWAY 
CLEAN SWEEP

Cindy    314-503-8107

Chimney Repair    Tuckpointing    Chimney Sweeping
BBC Accredited     Certified Sweep



Mother’s Day has 
come and gone…the 
inexperienced young 
mother might say. But 
for us wiser moms who 
have learned about 
hourly compensation 
we’ve extended it to 
Mother’s Month.

Yes, we’ve decided a 
single solitary day in 
the year isn’t payback 
for our swollen bellies and stretch marks.

No, we need Mother’s Month for all we’ve been 
through. Here are some necessities to show us 
we’re not just a slapdash, 24-hour celebration type 
of gal:

Dinner for a month for all the meals we’ve 
made over the years and especially for those mid-
night feedings for the baby…and me. What?! I’m 
supposed to fix a meal for someone and not join 
in?! (That explains the swollen belly and stretch 
marks.)

Spa day complete with mani-pedis and a long 
massage to relax those muscles that have been 
forever bending down, picking up, lifting, stretch-
ing, washing, ironing (Okay, no one knows what 
an iron is…scratch that one).

Pajamas for a month of lounging topped off 
with a fancy robe because if we need to dash out 
to the store we’ll need to fancy up those jammies 
after wearing them for a solid month. Hello, we 
may be moms, but we’re not total classless bar-
barians.

Cards: only if they contain cold hard cash or 
cold plastic gift cards. 

Chocolate: Everyone knows by now that choc-
olate is in a food group all by itself. Studies have 
found that chocolate makes you content and joy-
ful. It releases buckets of endorphins thus creating 
a happier less agitated mom. Full disclosure, I was 

that study…alone…
locked in the pantry 
with three screaming 
children on the oth-
er side of the door. I 
found a brick of choc-
olate safely hidden 
behind cans of lentil 
soup and devoured it. 
Minutes later I came 
out to face the house 
in shambles. The kids 

were half naked and roasting marshmallows on 
the gas stove; there were other people’s children 
raiding my fridge toting off armfuls of loot from 
my Popsicle stash. I cast my eyes about with choc-
olate smeared from ear to ear as I surveyed my 
kingdom and smiled blissfully. 

Other ideas for the remainder of the month 
include the basics from flowers to fruit basket to 
face lifts. So, compensate mom and be creative for 
the entire month.

But please! Don’t be like some people’s hus-
bands (mine). He took the slacker’s way out – 31 
car wash tokens.

Cindy Moore is the moth-
er of three superlative kids, 
servant of two self-indulgent 
felines and wife to one nif-
ty husband. Her ficticious 
occupation? Archeological 
Humorist: someone who 
unearths absurdity and hi-
larity in strange and unusu-
al places including public  
restrooms, the lint fil-
ter, and church meet-
ings. Most recently, she excavated a find in her  
neighbor’s bird feeder.

The opinions expressed in this column are Cindy 
Moore’s alone and do not reflect the opinion of the 
owners or staff of Community News.
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‘Yeggs’ is a comic series about Robert and Bill, two rabbits who have opened their own egg franchise in the 
Midwest (St. Louis area). We follow their day to day lives, watching as they go about the hectic task of preparing 
for their one big day every year. Along the way they have adventures filled with fun, comic doings and pathos.

ACROSS
1. Like a bug on windshield 
noise
6. G-man
9. Type of race
13. Late actor Ledger
14. Waikiki necklace
15. Group of lions
16. Knight’s shiny garb
17. Ensign, for short
18. One to beat
19. *Graduation proof
21. *”School’s Out” singer
23. An indigenous person 
in Laos
24. 6-shooter
25. Founder of People’s 
Republic of China
28. Porous rock
30. *MFA or BA
35. Comrade in arms
37. Be inclined
39. Had in mind
40. Was a passenger
41. Ventricular beater
43. Same as ayah
44. ____ Trick, rock band
46. Nicholas II, e.g.
47. Initiation ceremony, e.g.
48. “Pollock” actor Ed
50. Foolish one
52. Ever, to a poet
53. “House of Gucci” star

55. Masters Tournament peg
57. *Mortarboard attachment
60. *”No more ____, no 
more books”
64. Fancy boat
65. Mozart’s “L’____ del 
Cairo”
67. Arm bones
68. Orderly arrangement
69. Granola grain
70. Gustatory sensation
71. Lord Byron’s composition
72. Dashboard unit
73. Weasel’s aquatic cousin

DOWN
1. Herring’s cousin
2. “Frasier” actress Gilpin
3. Bulb holder
4. Coral reef island
5. Neck cavity
6. Pestilence pest
7. Even, to a poet
8. “Saturday Night Fever” 
music genre
9. Type of coffee maker
10. Gauche or Droite in Paris
11. Month of Purim
12. Styling product
15. For the time being, Latin 
(2 words)
20. Cave opening
22. Like Hemingway’s certain 

man on sea
24. Type of rummy
25. *One in “Pomp and 
Circumstance” series
26. Hello to Israel 
Kamakawiwo’ole
27. Ahead in years
29. *”You have brains in your 
head, you have ____ in your 
shoes”
31. Cleats to soccer player
32. China grass
33. Related on mother’s side
34. Olden days anesthetic
36. *School ____, which is 
about 180 days
38. No-win situation
42. Old-hat
45. Wilbur’s home
49. *Famous frat house
51. Adjective in sheet music
54. Low light
56. Enthusiastic approval
57. Tropical edible root
58. Land measure
59. A fake
60. Beaten by walkers
61. Research facil.
62. It’s better than never?
63. Tiresias in “Oedipus Rex”
64. Small dog’s bark
66. *Gown’s companion

SEE ANSWERS ON PAGE 9

By Cindy Moore

Crossword: GRADUATION

Moore on Life

Mama’s Mama’s 
MonthMonth

John HannaYeggsYeggs




